ETHOS MOMENT : TUESDAY 23RD March 2020

Good morning boys and girls and I hope everyone is smiling and ready for the day ahead.  Wasn’t it a beautiful sunny day yesterday?  Let’s begin by blessing ourselves and if you have a little candle in your prayer space, perhaps and adult would light it now. In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit Amen.  We know that when our little candle is lighting, Jesus is with us in a very special way.  He is always with us of course, but he loves to see us coming together and he tells us that where two or three are gathered in His name, there he will be among them.  So he is with us all now as we give a few moments of our day to Him. 
Let’s say our morning prayer:  Father in heaven you love me, you are with me night and say, I want to love you always in all I do and say, I ‘ll try to please you Father, bless me through the day. Amen.
Today we will listen to the story of the Good Samaritan.

Luke 10:25-37 New International Version (NIV)
The Parable of the Good Samaritan
25 On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?”
26 “What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?”
27 He answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind’[a]; and, ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’[b]”
28 “You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.”
29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbour?”
30 In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. 31 A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. 32 So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he travelled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35 The next day he took out two denarii[c] and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’
36 “Which of these three do you think was a neighbour to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?”
37 The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.”
Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
We all know that it is easy to be nice to our friends and people we love, but it is not quite as easy to be nice to those we are not so fond of.  Jesus explains that we must love everyone in the world and treat them all as we would like to be treated ourselves.  Everyone is our neighbour.  Now, more than ever in the world, it is important that we remember our neighbours.  Maybe there is an elderly neighbour who lives near you, or perhaps someone who lives on their own, who would love to receive a little homemade card in their letter box telling them you are thinking of them.  I think that would be a wonderful expression of the type of love Jesus is talking about in this story – reaching out to a stranger.  Normally we don’t talk to strangers but if Mam says it’s ok then post a little card today to brighten up someone’s day.  It would also be a great idea to send a lovely letter to your grandparents to let them know you are missing them.
Perhaps you could draw a picture of the good Samaritan helping the poor man by the roadside.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen
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