
Name: __________________________________

World War I Study Guide 

Explain the sequence of events that brought about World War I.

The Fighting Begins

July 28, 1914 - ________________________declares war on ________________________

July 30, 1914 - ________________________ prepares to help ________________________

August 1, 1914 - _______________________ declares war on _________________________

August 3, 1914 - _______________________ declares war on _________________________

August 4, 1914 - _______________________ invades _____________________, therefore

_______________________ declares war on ____________________. 

Why do you believe that these countries were so quick to declare war with one another when they knew 

that so many people would be affected and hurt? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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World war 1 alliances

Color Code:

= Central Powers

= Allied Powers

trenches

What was it like to fight in a trench?

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

New weapons and technology

List or draw 

examples: w
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Major battles

The United States Enters the War 

1. The United States wanted to ____________________ of the war because it had a policy of isolationism, the 

belief that each country ________________________________________________________. 

2. On May 7, 1915, a German _________________________ torpedoed and sank the British steamship, the 

_______________________________. More than __________ U.S. citizens were killed.

3. In 1917, the U.S. learned that a telegram had been sent from ___________________ to __________________ 

asking Mexico to join the war on the side of the __________________ Powers. 

a. Germany promised to help Mexico gain back land in the United States. 

b. In March 1917, Germany attacked three American trade ships and killed members on board 

i. Why? _______________________________________________________________

After all of these events, do you think that America should have joined WWI or not?

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

a. On April 6, 1917, ____________________________________________________________

4.        When Americans arrived in Europe, it __________________________________________ the fighting strength of the            

Allied Powers

a. More than ________________________________ American soldiers, sailors, and marines fought in WWI
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War’s impact at home

American’s helped in the war effort by: 

How do you think Americans’ efforts to help at home affected soldiers that were overseas? 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

The war comes to an end

1. On ______________________________, Russia and _____________________ sign a treaty. 

• The treaty works in Germany’s favor, but it also hurts Germany because 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

2. November _______, 1918, Germany signs a _______________________________________

3. In January, 1919, President _______________ and other Allied leaders met in _______________________, 

France to draw up a peace treaty. It was called ”__________________________________________.”
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• Woodrow Wilson came up with the idea for the ___________________________.

• The treaty made Germany pay ________________ and did not let it 

_____________________________________________ 

• President Wilson did ___________ agree with all of the components of the 

____________________________. 

• He thought that the Treaty of Versailles was too 

___________________________________.

What kind of future problems do you think this treaty is going to cause? How will it negatively impact 
the country of Germany? 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Peace lasts f
or 

years Unfortunately, the Treaty of Versailles
eventually leads the world into: d

Explain how the poppy became a symbol of World War 1:

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

In Flanders fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row, 

That mark our place, and in the sky, 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly, 
Scarce heard amid the guns below. 

We are the dead; short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 
Loved and were loved, and now we lie 

In Flanders fields. 

Take up our quarrel with the foe! 
To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high! 
If ye break faith with us who die 

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 
In Flanders fields.

In Flanders Field
By: John McCrae
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